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LUNDEN: We've been hearing 2 lot lztely about the CIA's
covert assistance to counterrevolutionaries who are
trving to overthrow the Communist government in
Niceregua. John Stockwell is & former CIA eggent who hes
firsthend knowledge of these kinds o0f covert operations.
He once headed .z task force that helped coordinate the
CIA's secret activities in Angola during that country's
civil wear in the 1970s. Mr. Stockwell has just recently
returned from & trip to Nicerague &nd he is joining us

this morning from station WXYZ in Detroit. Mr.,
Stockwell, good morming. STOCKWELL: Good morning.

a
LUNDEN: I think we 211 have in our imaginations what we
think the CIA does. You zre a former CIA opereative,
Whet can the CIA do? How does it work? STOCKWELL:
Well, when the CIA goes into a country initially it's out
to create an infrastructure of agents. That wouid meen
recruiting people in the government, the liocal medie and
opposition parties, secret agents who can report
information. When & country's targeted for 2 covert
action then it's tryving to zctivate opposition groups, to
erm thew, to do political azction znd in the cease 0f 2 big
covert action like in Niceragus today, to destaebilize the
country, to meke it fall zpart by making the people
simply so miserable throughout zs much of the country as
possible that the government can't govern.

LUNDEN: So in other words, what vou're seying is if vou
look at Nicareague & vear zgo there were maybe 5,000-6,000
counterrevolutionaries. Today there are, 1 believe,
ebout 15,000, 1In other words, the CIA would be
responsible for building thet up and what would the
counterrevolutionaries do if the CIA didn't back then,:
they weren't there? STOCKWELL: Yes, the CIA buiit up
the contre force iz Nicaraguez from essentialily zero in
1981 and the first goal was 500 znd then 1,500 and then
5,000 eand now 15,000. The force would fell zpart in e
matter of weeks if the CIA withdrew its momey and they
didn't get money and support from somewhere else. i

LUNDEN: But is this something new? Is the Reagan
edministretion using the CIA's covert zctivities inp
Central America or znywhere zround the world anv
differently than previous zdministrations? STOC WELL:
It's more aggressive than anyone hes ‘been for about 15 :
years. The CIA, mind you, zccording to Sen. Church, when
he investigeted in 1975, he found that the CIA had found
several hundred covert action, covert operations a2 year,
eand it's been 35 years. So vou'tre talking about 10,000
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covert operations zltogether. Peopie die in these
things. If you add-them all up incliuding the big one in
vou're telking about over & miilion victims,
» direct victims of these things. President
ply hes more of them going, more aggressivelyv.

LUNDEN: Textbooks on government would tell vou, of
course, that the State Department sets up foreign policy
for en administration. How much say does the CIA heve in
setting up foreign policy in Centrel Americe or anywhere
in the world? STOCKWELL: My own eanelysis puts the CIA
about 60 percent control of most of our foreign policy.
It haes the mzjor input of information in briefing the
president six times z day on different parts of the
worid, so it can bias him. For example, to be against
the Sendinistes insteazad of to be for them. When vou get
into & mzjor area of operation, of violent operation like
Centrzl Americe todav, the CIA hes 80 or 90 percent
controli. The State Department's out of it.

LUNDEN: Whet disturbed vou the most when vou visited
Nicarague recentlv? STOCKWELL: It wes to see, once
2gein, on the scene, destabilization has to be the most
inhumene form of warfare ever devised, to make the people

misereble, to meke them suffer. Added to this one, and

it's of course been going for vears and people are dying,
children zre being mezimed, but added to this one is the
threat of imminent invazsion by United States forces. So
the people in the capitzl of Menagua have to be prepared
to go into the jungles to live and some of them to die,
and it just mekes me sick &t heart to see the United
States, my country, doing this once eagain.

LUNDEN: Now you say imminent invasion. What evidence do
vou have to back up that, thet we're going to become
involved in & civil war in Centrzl Americe? STOCKWELL:
There is every indicator that couid possibly exist that
the momentum of our government aznd the intentions of the
Reagan edministrztion are to commit U.S. troops in
Centrel America. It started with Alexander Heig in 1981
openly proposing it. - The azdministration beiked because
the people in this country were 89 percent egeinst it,
They poliled 89 percent ageainst it. Then we had Alexander
Baig coming out recentiv in Tine magazine with two
articles in which he wes castigating the Reagan
eadministration for not following his advice in 1981,
three years before the election, 2nd putting U.S. troops
in. The pressure is all there znd right at this moment
we have 350 ships, we have 30,000 troops &nd we have
these little units, instailations and azirfields that are

being built up throughout Honduraes and E1 Salvador.

LUNDEN: All right.f Mr. Stockwell, thank vou very much
for joining us this morming. ' : ’ S ‘
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